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rule, ending the filibuster, changes 
America for the worse. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New York. 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
scheduled vote proceed immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
VOTE ON BOARDMAN NOMINATION 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Boardman nom-
ination? 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 52, 

nays 48, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 248 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 128, 

Candace Jackson-Akiwumi, of Illinois, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Seventh 
Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Tina Smith, Sherrod Brown, Jon 
Ossoff, Alex Padilla, Jacky Rosen, 
Tammy Duckworth, Brian Schatz, 
Chris Van Hollen, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Robert Menendez, Richard 
Blumenthal, Patty Murray, Martin 
Heinrich, Michael F. Bennet, Sheldon 
Whitehouse. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Candace Jackson-Akiwumi, of Illi-
nois, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Seventh Circuit, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 

nays 47, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 249 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KELLY). On this vote, the yeas are 53, 
the nays are 47. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Candace Jack-
son-Akiwumi, of Illinois, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Seventh 
Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

FILIBUSTER 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, my 

State proudly calls itself the Land of 
Steady Habits. Some people in Con-

necticut think it is kind of a funny 
thing to be proud of—being resistant to 
change—but honestly, in the North-
east, in the crucible of America, we 
know there is real value to consistency 
and tradition. 

A nation as unique as ours—multi-
cultural, democratic, ever expanding in 
scope and ambition—we probably can’t 
hold together unless there is some 
agreement between all of our different 
peoples about the expectations that we 
have for each other in the conduct of 
our national business. Without tradi-
tion, our Nation’s defining dynamism, 
it might break us. 

Yes, it is wildly old-fashioned to hold 
town meetings, where every citizen has 
to show up on one particular day, to 
make decisions about how you spend 
money or what rates you pay in taxes, 
but that way of governing, created in 
New England some four centuries ago, 
is still the method of decisionmaking 
in many of our towns. It may not be 
the most efficient means of govern-
ment, but tradition matters. It helps to 
hold us together as a country. 

I know and appreciate the value of 
consistency. I don’t deny it. So earlier 
this week, I read with interest an opin-
ion piece, penned by one of my friends 
in the Senate Democratic caucus, mak-
ing the argument that amongst the 
most important reasons to preserve the 
60-vote threshold in the Senate is to 
advance the value of consistency and 
tradition in American politics. 

I was glad to read it. I am proud of 
my colleague because for too long, the 
punditry and the activists have had 
near exclusive domain over the debate 
about the wisdom of changing the rules 
of this body. So it has been strange, 
given how much this place means to 
the 100 of us who serve here, that we 
have mostly left the dialogue over its 
future to those who don’t work inside 
this Chamber every day. 

Yes, right now, there is a disagree-
ment amongst Senate Democrats and 
between the majority of Senate Demo-
crats and the majority of Senate Re-
publicans about how the Senate should 
operate, but there is no merit in hiding 
this dispute. There is no valor in let-
ting others define the terms that lay 
out the conflicting arguments, which I 
readily submit are compelling on both 
sides. So let’s have the debate. Let’s 
have it right here. No more shadow-
boxing. The stakes, I would argue, are 
too important. 

Let me start here. The argument to 
keep the 60-vote threshold, to guar-
antee policy consistency or to uphold 
Senate tradition, is downright dan-
gerous because this argument essen-
tially prioritizes consistency over de-
mocracy. 

At the very moment when Americans 
have less faith than ever before that 
this place has the capacity to imple-
ment the will of the people, the 60-vote 
threshold is a slap in the face of 
majoritarianism, which is the bedrock 
principal of American democracy, the 
idea that the majority of people get to 
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